RE: 2015 HMS Heritage Fair

JAN 2015
Dear Parents/Guardians,

The next few months will be a busy time for your child in Social Studies.  During this time, we will be working on the Harkins Middle School (HMS) Heritage Fair Project.  This assignment is very demanding and, due to time constraints, your child will have homework on their Heritage Fair Project.  

The HMS Heritage Fair Project has three components (guidelines/marking rubric attached): 

1. a visual presentation with written information
2. class work
3. oral presentation of 3 to 5 minutes.  

Students will select their own topic and may choose to work individually or with a partner.  A list of suggested topics is included with this letter and the same list will be given to all students. 

IF choosing a partner, your child must be aware of the extra work that may involve.  If one of the partners is absent from school, the present student must still have access to the project and will lose class marks if unable to work on the project.  As well, both students will receive the same project mark (even if one student does ‘more’ than the other)

Because of the work involved and the length of the process, your child will require your support.  If your child falls behind, it will be difficult to catch up.  Due dates for each project component are attached.  

In order to help your child meet project deadlines, here are some ways to provide support:

· To organize their work, make sure that your child is using a NEW or SEPARATE duo tang/project folder labeled: Heritage Fair Project 2015
· Your child needs to choose his/her topic by Jan 16th. We will be discussing the many topics available.   Please do the same at home.
· We will be going to the HMS Library and/or Computer Lab as a class to research project topics.  If possible, also take your child to the public library.  They may need to use the Internet at home (if available) and/or public library and bring their research information to school each day.  
· Attached is a list of helpful web sites that are an excellent source of reliable information.  However, this list is NOT the only Internet information available for student HMS Heritage Fair Projects.  Students are encouraged to find sources of information that best relates to their project topic.  Wikipedia information IS NOT an accepted source.
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· No matter where research information is found, all sources used when writing a research report must be recorded and sited at the end of the document (see Report Research Sources handout attached).

· Remind your child that written information must be in their own words.  Please refer to HMS regulations on plagiarism, as outlined in student agendas 

· A lot of class time will be given to this project. It is essential that your child come to class with all materials needed to work on their project.

· Ask your child about their progress on this project to ensure you child does not fall behind.  If you do have concerns regarding your child’s progress, please contact their social studies teacher.
· The HMS regulations regarding late assignments, as outlined in student agendas, will be in effect for all project deadlines (see page 3 for Policies & Regulations). 

Thank you in advance for your support.  Do not hesitate to call me at 627-4088 or e-mail Krista.hamilton2@nbed.nb.ca  if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Hamilton
Grade 7 Social Studies Teacher
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please DETACH and send back with your child to Mrs. Hamilton by JAN 16th, 2015

I have read:
· the above letter 
· all attachments  
Print Student’s name: _________________________________________________
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