RE: 2014 HMS Heritage Fair

March 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians,

March and April will be a busy time for your child in Social Studies.  During this time, we will be working on the Harkins Middle School (HMS) Heritage Fair Project.  This assignment is very demanding and, due to time constraints, your child will have homework on their Heritage Fair Project.  

The HMS Heritage Fair Project has three components (guidelines/marking rubric attached): 

1. a visual presentation with written information
2. class work
3. oral presentation of 3 to 5 minutes.  

Students will select their own topic and may choose to work individually or with a partner.  A list of suggested topics is included with this letter and the same list will be given to all students. 

IF choosing a partner, your child must be aware of the extra work that may involve.  If one of the partners is absent from school, the present student must still have access to the project and will lose class marks if unable to work on the project.  As well, both students will receive the same project mark (even if one student does ‘more’ than the other)

Because of the work involved and the length of the process, your child will require your support.  If your child falls behind, it will be difficult to catch up.  Due dates for each project component are attached.  

In order to help your child meet project deadlines, here are some ways to provide support:

· To organize their work, make sure that your child is using a NEW or SEPARATE duo tang/project folder labeled: Heritage Fair Project 2014
· Your child needs to choose his/her topic by March 24th. We will be discussing the many topics available.   Please do the same at home.
· We will be going to the HMS Library and/or Computer Lab as a class to research project topics.  If possible, also take your child to the public library.  They may need to use the Internet at home (if available) and/or public library and bring their research information to school each day.  
· Attached is a list of helpful web sites that are an excellent source of reliable information.  However, this list is NOT the only Internet information available for student HMS Heritage Fair Projects.  Students are encouraged to find sources of information that best relates to their project topic.  Wikipedia information IS NOT an accepted source.
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· No matter where research information is found, all sources used when writing a research report must be recorded and sited at the end of the document (see Report Research Sources handout attached).

· Remind your child that written information must be in their own words.  Please refer to HMS regulations on plagiarism, as outlined in student agendas 

· A lot of class time will be given to this project. It is essential that your child come to class with all materials needed to work on their project.

· Ask your child about their progress on this project to ensure you child does not fall behind.  If you do have concerns regarding your child’s progress, please contact their social studies teacher.
· The HMS regulations regarding late assignments, as outlined in student agendas, will be in effect for all project deadlines (see page 3 for Policies & Regulations). 

Thank you in advance for your support.  Do not hesitate to call me at 627-4088 or e-mail Krista.hamilton2@nbed.nb.ca  if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Hamilton
Grade 8A Social Studies Teacher
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please DETACH and send back with your child to Mrs. Hamilton by MARCH 19th, 2014

I have read:
· the above letter 
· all attachments  
Print Student’s name: _________________________________________________


Parent/guardian’s signature: _______________________________________

Date signed: ________________________________________
Grade 8 Orange Team

Outline of ** IMPORTANT Deadlines**
DUE: Thursday April 10th
Heritage Fair preparation begins – discuss and handout Heritage Fair pack with suggested topics, letter to parents, marking rubrics, judging criteria:

March 14th
Select partners (if applicable), discuss topics and required information to be researched – submit project topic and partner name (if applicable) to Mrs. Hamilton
March 24th 
Begin project outline:

March 19th 
Show project outline to Mrs. Hamilton and begin research in computer lab:

March 25th/27th 
Research in computer lab:

March 27th-April 4th 
DRAFT of written information shown to Mrs. Hamilton
April 3rd 
Start poster boards.  Poster boards to be completed IN CLASS – these will not be taken home:

April 3rd – April 10th 
Poster board due date start oral presentation
April 10th 
Oral presentations: 

April 10th to 16th 
**Please note: these are approximate dates that can change due to unforeseen circumstances.
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Name:__________________________  Class: ________  Topic: ____________________________
Poster Board
Content:  


· Important facts are included 

· Clearly demonstrates an understanding of the content

· Ideas displayed in an exceptionally clear way

Visual Presentation:  


· Information was exceptionally well organized, exceptionally neat, and uncluttered 

· Excellent use of colour 

· Neat and bold lettering 

· Materials securely and neatly mounted

· Shows care and pride in work 

Language:  


· Ideas are extremely clear and carefully organized 

· Ideas are clearly expressed 

· Information was written in student’s own words


Total:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Oral Presentation

Criteria:  


· Presentation showed enthusiasm 

· Information was expressed extremely well 

· Excellent pronunciation and appropriate volume 

· Cue cards were rarely used 

· Eye contact was used extremely well 

· Presentation kept within the allotted 3 to 5 minutes  (________ Actual Time)

Total:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Class Work

Criteria:  


· Always prepared for class
· Utilized class time extremely effectively 

· On task - required no cueing to stay on task
· Met all project due dates

· Maintained a positive attitude toward the project & respectful and supportive of other students 


Total:
Local (Miramichi Region)

· History of Miramichi River

· Beaubears Island (Acadians on Miramichi)

· Boishébert and Beaubears Island Shipbuilding National Historic Site

· History of French Fort Cove

· Max Aitken (Lord Beaverbrook)

· Historic houses on the Miramichi: Beaverbrook House, Rankin House, Loggie House

· The MacDonald Farm (Bartibog)

· Metepenagiag Heritage Exhibit (Red Bank)

· Middle Island Irish Historic Park

· Yvon Durelle – The Fighting Fisherman

· Charlotte Taylor, her life and times

· The North Shore Regiment

· 1825 Great Miramichi Fire

· Legends of the Miramichi: Headless Nun, Dungarvon Whooper, etc.

· Boat building in Miramichi

· Lumber industry of Miramichi

· Salmon Ffshing

· Famous Miramichi people: Frank McKenna, David Adams Richards, Joseph Cunard, etc.

· Historical churches

· Forming Miramichi City

· Enclosure (Wilson’s Point)

· Historical Water Street Business District

· The Marine (Seaman’s) Hospital in Douglastown

· Local festivals and events: Scottish Festival, Acadian Festival, Irish Festival, Pow Wows, etc.

· Dr. Louis Manny – the Miramichi Folksong Festival

· Cultures of the Miramichi

· Your family history/heritage 

· Historical places in our community

· Strawberry Marsh

· Loggieville (Blacks Brook)

· St. Andrew’s Point (Chatham)

· Canada Point

· Morrison Cove 

· Rock N’Roll Festival

· Miramichi Artists

· Queen Elizabeth Park 

Provincial (New Brunswick)

· Famous people from NB

· Women in NB history

· The History of NB

· The inventor of ice cream

· Acadians/French in NB

· Historical places in NB

· Partridge Island

· Sod Houses

National (Canada)

· Canadian contributions to the World

· Great Canadian explorers

· Famous Canadian people

· Charter of Rights and Freedoms

· Canadian immigration

· Canadian Military 

· Laura Secord  

· The War Brides

· Winnie the Pooh

· Canada and the World: diplomacy, war efforts, peacekeeping, United Nations,

· Symbols of Canada: flags, currency; sports; provincial flowers; Canadian Horse; Maple Leaf; beaver 

· Cottage Hospitals, VON

· The Canada Horse    

· Underground railroad   

General

· Atlantic Canada

· Atlantic Canada Fisheries,  Forestry, Mining

· First Nations/Aboriginal history, heritage, culture

· Veterans

· St. Croix Island

· Sable Island

· Protected natural areas

· Marine conservation areas

· Women's voting rights

· Women in wars

· Environment: endangered animals, pollution, national parks, national resources

· Catastrophes: fires, floods, landslides, epidemics

· Commerce and Industry: forestry, fishing, farming, stores and banking, transportation, technological changes

· Early settlers: fur trade, exploration, patterns of settlement

· Fads in history: sayings and slang, fashions and clothing

· Hockey history

· Early medicines   

· History of quilting, crocheting, knitting, whittling, scrap booking, etc.
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Useful Web Sites

The Historica-Dominion Institute

http://www.histori.ca/default.do?page=.index
The largest, independent organization dedicated to Canadian history, identity, and citizenship.

About Canada

http://canada.gc.ca/aboutcanada-ausujetcanada/menu-eng.html
Access a collection of selected web resources that provide information about Canada.

Canadian History

http://canada.gc.ca/aboutcanada-ausujetcanada/hist/canada-eng.html

Government of Canada Site that provides a wealth of information regarding Canadian History.

Canada in the Making 

http://www2.canadiana.ca/citm/index_e.html

This site is about the history of Canada through the words of the men and women who shaped the nation. Built around the Government Documents collection of the Early Canadiana Online collection, it integrates narrative text with links to primary source texts
Canadian Heritage Gallery

http://www.canadianheritage.org/index2.htm

The most extensive collection of historical Canadiana on the Internet.

THE MEMORY PROJECT

http://www.thememoryproject.com/
This Project connects veterans and Canadian Forces personnel with thousands of schools and community groups year round. 

Statistics Canada – Student Fast Facts

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/edu/edu02_0000-eng.htm

“Data and information you need to get your assignments done and ideas for your projects.”
Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online

http://www.biographi.ca/index-e.html
You will meet people who played an important role in the formation of what is now Canada.

The Historica-Dominion Institute

http://www.histori.ca/default.do?page=.index
The largest, independent organization dedicated to Canadian history, identity and citizenship.

National Historic Sites of Canada

http://www.pc.gc.ca/progs/lhn-nhs/index_e.asp

National historic sites are places of profound importance to Canada. 

Learn About New Brunswick

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/gateways/about_nb.html

City of Miramichi

Historic Sites

http://www.miramichi.org/en/visit-historic-e.asp
Social Studies 2014 Heritage Fair Project

Research Sources

“Plagiarism is the act of taking credit for another persons work. It is a serious violation and should not be taken lightly. To avoid plagiarizing the work of another writer, you must be sure to give credit to your research source…”. 

(Taken from: TV Lesson, How to Cite a Book in MLA Format for your Paper, By: maclover,  http://www.tvlesson.com/article/12019_how-to-cite-a-book-in-mla-format-for-your-paper.html)

At the end of your Heritage Project Report, list the sources of information that you used when writing your report.  For each book, magazine, website, etc. you must include the following:

For a book:

· Name of the author(s)

· Title

· Date (copy right)

· Page number(s) information was found 

For a magazine:

· Name of Magazine

· Magazine issue date

· Title of article

· Name of article author (s)

· Page number(s) information was found 

For a website:

· Webpage’s and/or article's title

· Webpage’s author (if available)

· COMPLETE web address
· Date you used the site for research
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