Figures of Speech

Simile - compares two things, using the words like, or as. 

Examples:

The old man's face was as wrinkled as an elephant's hide.

Her eyes were like emeralds. 

Metaphor - compares two things using a direct statement (by saying one thing is another). It does not use the words like or as.

Examples:

My teacher is a drill sergeant.

The snow was a soft blanket completely covering the brown earth.

Personification - gives a non-living object, living, or human characteristics.

Examples:

The wind whistled through the arms of the tree.

The water slithered through the path of the river.

Hyperbole - a description that is greatly exaggerated.

Examples:

That music is so loud it can be heard across the sea.

His shirt was so big his brother could wear it at the same time. 

Onomatopoeia - words which suggest the sound of what they are describing.

Examples:

The ducks were quacking and the bees were buzzing.

The silence was broken by the sound of the cuckoo clock. 

Oxymoron - a contradictory phrase.

Examples:

Your answers are perfectly wrong.

The jacket was made with genuine imitation leather.

Imagery - language which appeals to the senses. 

Examples:

At the next table a woman stuck her nose in a novel.

The wrinkled sea told the fisherman it was time to head back to shore.

Alliteration - repetition of similar sounds. 

Examples:

Snakes slide against the slippery wet sand. 
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.  

Irony - saying one thing, but meaning another 

Examples:

Sure I'd love to share my chocolates.
In the midst of the hurricane the old man stated, “It’s getting a bit breezy”. 
Satire - when people, places, or events are made fun of in an attempts for us to see them in a new light.  

Examples:

The Simpsons 
Family guy
Analogy - making a reference to something well known so we can better understand the topic at hand. 

Examples:

MTV is to music as KFC is to chicken.
Dentist is to drill as carpenter is to hammer.
Note: You should be able to make a sentence that will work for both phases. 
For instance: A dentist uses a drill at work. A carpenter uses a hammer at work.

