Figures of Speech
simile:  comparison using "like" or "as". 

Ex. She spoke as softly as a warm summer wind.


metaphor:  a direct comparison which creates a more abrupt tone.  Ex. He was a caged lion ready to attack.


personification:  comparison in which the subject is given human qualities.  

Ex. The storm grabbed the town and swallowed it whole.

hyperbole:  a great exaggeration.  

Ex. It was raining cats and dogs.


imagery:  language which appeals to the senses. 

Ex. At the next table a woman stuck her nose in a novel


alliteration:  repetition of similar sounds. 

Ex. 
Snakes slide against the slippery wet sand.   


onomatopoeia:  words which imitate the sound they describe. 

Ex. buzz, splash, boom


irony:  saying one thing, but meaning another 

Ex. sure I'd love to hare my chocolates


satire:  when people, places, or events are made fun of in an attempts for us to see them in a new light.  

Ex.The Simpsons 


analogy:  making a reference to something well known so we can better understand the topic at hand. 

Ex. MTV is to music as KFC is to chicken."


oxymoron: a contradictory phrase. 

Ex. Your answers are perfectly wrong. The jacket was made with genuine imitation leather.
